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We are in Lent, a season of  fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. How is that 
going for you? The spirit of  Lent will be defeated if  on Fridays we abstain 
from meat but spend more money on fish and seafood. Explaining the link 
between fasting and almsgiving, an early Christian non-canonical book, 
The Shepherd of  Hermas, says: 

“This is how you practice fasting: during fasting day you will eat only bread 
and water; then you calculate how much you would have spent for your food 
during that day and you will offer the money to a widow, an orphan or a poor 

man; so you deprive yourself  of  something so that your sacrifice will help someone to be satiated. 
He will pray for you to the Lord. If  you will fast in this way, your sacrifice will be acceptable to 
God.” 

While not endorsing fasting on bread and water alone, you get the idea of  what the 
author was trying to say. As Serrans, we can offer our sacrifices and prayers during 
this Lent for Vocations. 

Each time I think about my vocation, I always thank God for those who prayed for me 
and fasted on my behalf. Those prayers and sacrifices helped me to finally walk in the 
path that God prepared for me. My mom was one of  those wonderful people who fasted 
and prayed for me. I was not a terrible child growing up, but my mom prayed for 
vocations every night in our house. She asked God if  he wills to help one of  her children 
to answer the call to religious life or the priesthood. God answered her prayers. During 
Lent, my mom’s way of  fasting was to go without food or drink from 6am to 6pm, having 
only one meal a day at 6pm. The amazing thing was that she functioned very well 
creating time for prayer and attending to the needs of  the family. For my dad, and we the 
children, the best we could do was to break our fast at 3pm. Whichever way you fast this 
lent, let the focus be on serving God and not your own ego. Create time to pray and do 
good. Shed off  bad habits and use your senses to the glory of  God. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day on March 17th! The great patron of  Ireland is the secondary 
patron of  Nigeria, my country of  birth. Most of  the early missionaries who evangelized 
Nigeria were from Ireland. The Catholic faith in Nigeria owes a lot to St. Patrick and 
Irish missionaries. I usually joke that the Irish blood flows also in my veins since I was 
baptized by an Irish priest and received First Communion from an Irish priest.  

Have a great month! 

Father Felix 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

March 2021
Last October I traveled to a conference in Utah.  The small groups 
that convened between activities talked about the election, the 
pandemic and somewhere along the way matters of  faith entered the 
conversation.  Evidently, I mentioned some of  the various ministry 
work I was involved including Serra, Kolbe Prison Ministries and 
Living Water International. 

One young man named Nick was moved by the conversation and he 
asked about the prison work I had been involved with. Nick is built like an NFL 
linebacker. Picture a guy 6’2” with a chest that looks like a slab of  granite and a neck as 
big as my thigh.  He told me he wanted to get involved in some ministry work but was 
nervous about going into a prison.  I offhandedly remarked, “that is just the devil at 
work. He doesn’t want you there.”  Looking at Nick I couldn’t imagine he would be 
intimidated by anything.  The conversation moved on to the election and I didn’t give it 
another thought, until a few days ago. 

Recently, I sent Nick an email, to try to arrange a business meeting with him in Dallas. Shortly after I 
hit the send button my phone rang and it was Nick.  He told me, “I was just talking about you 
yesterday.”  I was surprised because, I hadn’t spoken to Nick since a few days after the conference in 
October.  He went on to tell me that “my words” had haunted him and he couldn’t get them out of  his 
head. The Holy Spirit was at work through all of  this and had inspired Nick to get more involved in his 
faith. He had been speaking with someone about this and then my email arrived the very next day.  
Nick and I will be meeting in Dallas and he is eager to share how the Holy Spirit has touched his heart. 
How amazing and special to unknowingly be an instrument of  God’s handiwork.  

Isaiah 55:6-11 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. Let 
the wicked forsake their way, and sinners their thoughts; Let them turn to the LORD to 
find mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, my thoughts higher than your thoughts. Yet just as 
from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have 
watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful… So shall my word be that goes forth 
from my mouth; It shall not return to me empty, but shall do what pleases me, achieving 
the end for which I sent it. 

God touched my heart through this sequence of  events as much as he touched Nick’s. Thank you for 
this gift Lord. I needed something tangible, and this experience is a reminder of  the truth of  these 
words from Isaiah. It is easy to lose sight that the Lord is at work even during difficult and challenging 
times when so much in the world seems dark and foreboding.  You never know when He is working 
through you touching the lives of  others. 

May these words from Isaiah light a flame of  joyfulness and hope in our hearts as we continue our 
Serran mission to pray for vocations and to support our Priests and Religious by putting those prayers 
into action.   

I hope you all have a blessed and fruitful Lenten season.  

Mark
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SERRA NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON MONTHLY MEETING 

 Father Augustine Ogar, a priest in the Missionary Society of  Saint Paul and Parochial Vicar of  St. Mary 
Magdalene, shared his international vocation story with us at the February meeting. Like all of  us, his story began 
with his birth, but unlike us, it was in a very small, poor, rural village in Nigeria. He and his family worshipped the 
traditional native African deities until he was sent to Catholic primary school. At that time, the Catholic Church in 
Nigeria was about 30 years and the school was staffed with Irish missionary priests. After graduating, he waited three 
years for his older brother to finish secondary school before his parents could afford to send him to Maryknoll 
College. It was there that he had a chance to interact with young Nigerian priests and first discerned his call to the 
priesthood. However, his parents were so strongly opposed to this choice he had to move in with a parish priest. 
While assisting in the parish, he was exposed to priests who belonged to the Missionary Society of  St. Paul. The call 
to join them was strong so he applied and was accepted. His first year was one of  intense prayer and discernment. It 
gave him the confidence to begin his journey. It was again deep prayer and confirmation from 2 of  his 3 spiritual 
advisors (“which was good enough”) that confirmed his desire to be ordained as a transitional deacon. After his 
priestly ordination in 1989 he joined the Missionary seminary’s formation team before being sent to Rome for post 
graduate training. His childhood contact with priests from Ireland continued when he lived at the Irish college while 
in Rome. He said, “the Irish environment kept following me around and I know and appreciate them very much.” 
He described his faith as a mix of  the young Nigerian Church and his Irish training. Once he graduated, he returned 
to the seminary and at the age of  34 he spent the next 10 years as a teacher and formator for many, many priests – 
including Father Felix. When it was time for a sabbatical, he chose to go back to Italy because he liked the language, 
the food, and the respect that priests received from the Italian people at that time. He served as a parish priest for the 
next two years. At the seminary, Mission priests receive primary training for evangelization which he was able to 
apply when he was sent to Chad, Africa. There the church was very young and the culture was very different. The 
common language was French and after learning it, he began to assimilate into the people’s lives, eating their food, 
and learning their native language. Within three years he was able to preach and teach without the aid of  an 
interpreter. Although it was difficult to leave, he obediently returned to Nigeria to again serve as a teacher at the 
seminary and as a chaplain at a big Catholic school. He was elected as Vicar General of  the Missionary Society from 
2013-2019 after which he accepted Father Felix’s call for assistance and came to St. Mary Magdalene in 2020.  

	 Father Augustine sees the hand of  God in his life and is “most grateful to that God has given him the gift to 
be a Missionary priest with the opportunity to see the world.”  

There were many questions after Father Augustine was finished: 

While in the seminary, his mother converted and grew very close to him. His father apologized for his opposition, 
gave his blessing, and was baptized on his deathbed. “It was a great reconciliation.”  

Chad was very different than Nigeria. Father said that eventually he had to set aside his own views to see that God 
meets people where they are and then they are able to encounter Him. 

Father speaks a total of  3 African languages, Latin, English (very well), Italian, French (which was difficult to 
pronounce) and is now learning Spanish.  

He’s adapting to Texas. He has found the parishioners at St. Mary Magdalene to be a very faithful, committed, and 
generous family who readily volunteer to meet parish needs. Unlike in Europe, Father is impressed with the reverence 
he sees being given to the sacraments. “I give confessions for two hours and there is still a line.” 
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SERRA NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Always Forward Lecture Series 
Repeats every fourth Wednesday of the month:   
Location: Home of Margo Geddie & Bill LaFuze 
Various guest speakers in areas of vocations and faith. RSVP required at 
this link…Serra 10 event.

Serra RADIO - 12 Noon on 1430AM Catholic 
Radio, every Monday.

Serra Meets…virtual monthly series.  Check link for latest information.   
Serra meets.


ACTIVITIES FROM SERRA DISTRICT 10 AND SERRA USA 

Our Vocation Committee under the guidance of Donna Rueby is 
again sponsoring a Religious Vocation Prayer Contest.  Students at 
St.Mary Magdalene, St. Martha are participating in this religious 
vocation program.  Students are creating original prayers following the 
following guidelines:


What is Prayer? Prayer is the raising of  one’s mind and heart to 
God or the requesting of  good things from God. 

What does “vocation” mean? A vocation (Latin for a calling) is a job that suits a person best. It is 
also the desire to do a particular job, especially a religious career like being a priest. For 
religious people, a vocation is often something they feel God has asked them to do.  There are 
four types of  vocations people follow in their lives. The four vocations are: Vowed Religious Life, 
Single Life, Married Life, and Ordained Life. All four of  these vocation types will get you into 
heaven. For this contest, we are focussing on Religious Vocations only. 

Can you write your own Religious Vocation Prayer?

  

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
https://serra10.com/events/always-forward-lecture-series-1/20210224
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HOUSTON — A building fire broke out early Wednesday, February 10, at the 
St. Dominic Catholic Church in the Sheldon area, according to the Harris 

County Fire Marshal's Office. 
The Sheldon Fire Department responded at 1:36 a.m. to the campus at 8215 Reservoir St. near U.S. Highway 90, 
where they found an office building burning. 
Firefighters were able to extinguish it, but video from the scene showed extensive damage and thick clouds of  smoke 
were still visible. 
It appears the structure sits behind the main church building. 
HCFMO investigators confirmed no one was injured. 
Investigators determined the fire was caused by a a failure in a light fixture. The fire has been ruled accidental, 
officials said.

Please keep the community of St. Dominic in your prayers 🙏  on Feb. 10 the parish office 
caught fire. They lost everything in the office. Please pray for Fr Roger Estorque.

BE AWARE!   BE CAREFUL!
Scammers are out there and trying to persuade you to “help” your favorite priest! They will 
tell you that he, your favorite priest, is in meetings all day, but MUST have this today, so 
make the purchase and email the activation number to him. He will praise you for being such 
a loyal church member.

The email may say the following:

1. I am trying to incentivize my staff  and want to get them gift cards - it is a surprise. 
2. I am very busy and was wondering if  you could help me with this 
3. I need (8) $200 Ebay/Steam/Amazon gift cards 
4. They need to be activated at the point of  purchase 
5. I need this done today. 
6. It is a surprise, please keep this confidential

https://stdominichouston.org/
https://twitter.com/hcfmo/status/1359430961512001536
https://twitter.com/hcfmo/status/1359430961512001536
http://www.sheldonfd.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/caqp3eRfjaFXTmDr7
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AROUND THE DIOCESE  -  EVENTS SPONSORED BY HOUSTON VOCATIONS 

https://houstonvocations.com/events-pg/.


The target audience for these events is young adults.  Know someone to invite?

Click on the following link to reach the site for more information:

https://houstonvocations.com/events-pg/
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MARCH SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

Saints resource

Katharine Drexel Feast Day MAR. 3 She was born to a well-known Philadelphia family in 1858. Her 
mother died just a few weeks after her birth, but her father remarried, and she and her sisters were raised in a 
family of  deep faith. Katharine was taught from a young age to share what they had with others in need. As she 
grew, so did her love for God and others. She focused her energy on the material and spiritual well-being of  
blacks and Native Americans. Katharine founded the Sisters of  the Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Colored 
People in 1891.

Perpetua and Felicity Feast Day: MAR. 7 Saints Perpetua and Felicity lived in Carthage, Africa, during 
a time of  the persecution of  Christians. Perpetua came from a wealthy family. Her father was a pagan and 
begged her to give up her faith. Perpetua told him that she would not lie about her belief  in Jesus. Felicity was 
a slave who worked in Perpetua’s house. Their faith was such an example that one of  their guards became a 
Christian because of  them.The Church honors Perpetua and Felicity as saints.

Matilda, Queen of Germany  FEAST DAY: MAR. 14     Matilda was from a royal family in Denmark and 
was raised by her grandmother, who was an abbess in a convent. Matilda became Queen of  Germany when 
she married King Henry I. As queen, she put her faith into action. When Henry died after 17 years of  
marriage, she continued to help the poor and neglected people of  her country. But her sons accused her of  
wasting the family’s money on strangers. To put an end to the fighting, Matilda gave up her share of  the money 
she had inherited from King Henry. She retired to her country house. Matilda was called back to the castle 
when her sons had trouble ruling the country. They begged her forgiveness for treating her so cruelly. Once 
again, Matilda was able to begin helping people in need and working to help the people of  Germany come to 

know and love Jesus. 

Óscar Arnulfo Romero Feast Day, Mar. 24, Óscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdámez was born in the 
small town of  El Salvador known as Ciudad Barrios in 1917. His father trained him to be a carpenter, 
but from a very early age Oscar knew he wanted to be a priest. He left home at the age of  14, traveling 
by horse to the large city where he could study. When he became Archbishop of  San Salvador, the 
nation’s capital, the government began to turn on the Church, arresting priests and sending them to 
other countries, and killing people who protested against the leadership. The government killed a priest 
friend of  the archbishop as a warning that he should keep quiet. Archbishop Romero excommunicated 
the murderers, announcing they could not receive Sacraments in the Church. The government closed 
Catholic schools, and more priests were tortured and killed, as were teachers of  religion. Even 
possessing a Bible or a hymnbook became illegal. On March 24, 1980, he was gunned down by an unknown assassin while 
celebrating Mass in a small hospital chapel. The day before, he had asked Salvadoran soldiers to obey God and not the 
government.


Marcel Callo Feast Day Mar. 19 Marcel Callo was born in France in 1921. Marcel grew up as a 
typical boy, enjoying games and sports and being in the scouts. However, Marcel was special 
because of his deep love for the Lord and his deep desire to serve him. Marcel’s life was peaceful 
until the outbreak of World War II. He left his family and fiancée behind when he was forced to 
serve in the army. Marcel continued to serve the Lord no matter where he was, trusting in God for 
his protection. However, the Nazis became suspicious of Marcel and his Christian activities. He 
was sentenced to a concentration camp in Austria. Marcel eventually died in the concentration 
camp in 1945. Marcel was always cheerful and trusting of God. He never stopped telling people 
about God, even in the darkest of places. Marcel is an example of complete trust in and surrender 

to God, even when times are difficult.

http://saintsresource.com/category/january?page=1
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St. Joseph Feast Day - March 19
St Joseph Table

According to tradition, the practice of creating large food altars, or St. 
Joseph's Tables, dates to the Middle Ages, when there was a severe 
drought and famine in Sicily. The peasants prayed to St. Joseph, and when 

the rains arrived, they organized a celebration in his honor.

On a personal note: When I was a child in 
Brooklyn, a neighbor would invite all the 
children to her apartment on March 19 to share 
her St. Joseph’s table with us.   I remembered 
being a little frightened as I did not know her 
well, but my friends were going, so I enjoyed 
her feast.  Wish this was a picture of her St. 
Joseph Table, but needless to say, this was before 
cell phones were even a dream. 

Mary Lou

Who Was St. Patrick?  Feast Day March 17

St. Patrick of  Ireland is one of  the world's most popular saints. He was born in Roman Britain 
and when he was fourteen or so, he was captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and taken 
to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of  Druids and pagans 
but Patrick turned to God and wrote his memoir, The Confession. In The Confession, he wrote: 

"The love of  God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was rosed, so that, in a single 
day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the same. I prayed in the woods and on the 
mountain, even before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain." 
Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to 
leave Ireland by going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain and was reunited with 
his family. 
A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision he described in his memoir: 
"I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me 
one of  them. I read the heading: 'The Voice of  the Irish.' As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I 
heard the voice of  those very people who were near the wood of  Foclut, which is beside the western sea-and they cried 
out, as with one voice: 'We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.'" 
The vision prompted his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained by St. Germanus, the Bishop of  Auxerre, whom 
he had studied under for years, and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel to Ireland. 
Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on March 25, 433. There are several legends about what happened next, with the most 
prominent claiming he met the chieftain of  one of  the druid tribes, who tried to kill him. After an intervention from 
God, Patrick was able to convert the chieftain and preach the Gospel throughout Ireland. There, he converted many 
people -eventually thousands - and he began building churches across the country. 
He often used shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity and entire kingdoms were eventually converted to 
Christianity after hearing Patrick's message. 
Patrick preached and converted all of  Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles and wrote of  his 
love for God in Confessions. After years of  living in poverty, traveling and enduring much suffering he 
died March 17, 461. 

St. Patrick. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=89
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• Tues. Mar. 9  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Mar. 12  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Wed. Mar. 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 
• Fri. Mar. 19 - St. Joseph’s Day 
• Mon. Mar. 22 -  6:30 p.m., Zoom monthly meeting -Consecrated Woman, Associate Director of  

Houston Vocations, Joelma Regis, will be our guest speaker

March Birthdays  
10 - Dcn. John Schuster, St. Martha  
12 - Rr. Jospeh Nguye The Hieu C.S. St. Leo the Great 
15 - Fr. Ralph Roberts, St. Martha 
19 - Frater Lazarus (McDonald)  
26 - Kathy Ward 
31 - Mary Lou Purello

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe 
from the Coronavirus and for a 
blessed 2021 

• Prayers for St. Dominic Church as 
they recover from the fire 

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

SERRA BOARD OF TRUSTEES POSITIONS 

• VP of Vocations 
• VP of Communication 
•      President Elect 
•

Pleased check with  Mark, mhalleck@icloud.com, if  you or 
you know of  someone who will be interested. 

Also, check with Mark for a description of  the President Elect 
position, for VP of  Vocations, check with Donna Rueby, 
dmrueby@outlook.com, or, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com, for a description of  
Communication position.

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:dmrueby@outlook.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Our desire for God is the desire that should guide all 
other desires. 

-Bread for the Journey 
The more we pray - in the sense of  living a prayerful 
life - the more we desire to pray. 

-Prayer and Ministry 
Henri J. M. Nouwen, Compiled and edited by Wendy Wilson Greer 

The Only Necessary Thing    Living a Prayerful Life

“If it be a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God, It is a more terrible thing to fall out of them.” 
Fulton J. sheen, Your Life is Worth Living


